REWARD

WELLS, FARGO & CO.'S EXPRESS BOX
on SONORA AND MILTON STAGE ROUTE, was ROEBHD
this morning, near Reynolds' Ferry, by one man, masked and
armed with sixteen shooter and double=barreled shoi gun., We

for ARREST and CONVICTION of the Rebber.

& : . JNO.J. VALENTINE, Gen. Supt
“VBa Franoiaco, July 26, 1078
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1875 Wells, Férgo & Co. reward poster
courtesy of the
California State Archives.

will pay

The Wells and Fargo Line

Come and listen to my story,

I'll not detain you long,
A-singing and a-humming

this simple and silly song.
'Tis of the old ex-convicts,

the men who served their time
For robbing mountain stages

on the Wells and Fargo line.

Oh, there was Major Thompson
turned up the other day,

He said that he would hold them up
or the devil would be to pay.

For he could hold a rifle
and draw a bead so fine

Upon those shotgun messengers
of the Wells and Fargo line.

And there was Jimmy Miner
who thought he was a thief,
But he surely did prove himself
to be a dirty sneak;
And now behind San Quentin's walls
he’s serving out his time,
For giving tips to old Jim Hughes
on the Wells and Fargo Line.




And there's still another
who well did play his part,
He's known among the mountains
as the highwayman, Black Bart..
He'd ride those mountain jerkies,
to him it was but pleasure;
He'd ride the trail both night and day
for the Wells and Fargo treasure.

And now my story’s ended,
I've not detained you long,
A-singing and a-humming
this simple and silly song.
And though the nights are long, boys,
and weary grows the time,
But when we are out we'll ride again
the Wells and Fargo line.

From Songs of the Wild West with commentary by Alan
Axelrod and arrangements by Dan Fox. Published by
The Metropolitan Museum of Art in association with the
Buffalo Bill Historical Center and Simon & Schuster
Books for Young Readers, 1991.



